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Freed from sin 

by the  

grace of God  

in Christ 

 

Its all about Jesus 

2017 marks the 500th anniversary of the 

Reformation.  It was on 31st October 

1517 that Martin Luther nailed 95 arti-

cles for debate on the door of his 

church in Wittenberg, Germany, that 

sparked off events that resulted in 

some of the most significant changes 

that have ever taken place in the Chris-

tian Church. 

Martin Luther was a simple person.  

Today, it may be hard for us to think of 

him like that, given that we know what 

an enormous role he would come to 

play in world history.  But he was born 

into a family of modest means in com-

pletely unremarkable circumstances. 

His early years are full of stories of de-

veloping character and, at times, ex-

traordinary events.  One of these was a  

thunderstorm that terrified him, and 

fearing for his life he said, ñHelp me, St 

Ann, and I will become a monkò. 

But momentous, life-changing events 

such as this, as significant as they are, 

are not what really set Martin Luther 

apart.  What set him apart was his deep 

love for the Gospel, which he discov-

ered only later in his life. 

After years of struggling to achieve a 

righteousness of his own, the Holy Spir-

it opened the Scriptures to him and 

showed him that the righteousness of 

God was not something that Luther 

earned, but was, in fact, something that 

Christ had won for himðand for us 

allðby grace.  This was truly good 

news, great news, then and now.  For 

the Reformation is still all about Jesus! 

 

And Jesus is what we all still need.  

Historians tell us that Lutherôs world 

was immersed in ignorance and super-

stition.  Most people had little or no 

knowledge of Godôs Word, because 

most of them could not read, and bibles 

were expensive and scarce. 

While today we have easy access to 

Godôs Word, basic human nature hasnôt 

changed.  We are born in ignorance 

and superstition.  We deny our sinful-

ness and our rebellion against God.  

We are really spiritually no different to 

people from Lutherôs time. 

When Martin Luther rediscovered the 

Gospel, he wanted to reform the 

Churchðnot overthrow it.  He was not 

seeking to start a new church.  He 

simply wanted to reform the existing 

Church, to draw it back to the pure  

Gospel of Godôs grace in Christ.  He 

invited church teachers and leaders to 

discuss these vital questions. 

From tiny Wittenberg, off the beaten 

path in Germany, grew a movement 

that has not stopped, a movement that 
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DISTRICT NEWS  

For your prayer 

and care 

Calls 

¶ Pastor James Haak (Lockyer 
Valley, Qld) has declined the call 
to the Henty Parish. 

¶ Pastor John Borchert (St Paulôs 

College, Walla Walla) has de-

clined the call to Bethania, Qld. 

Installations 

¶ Pastor Dan Mueller was installed 
in the Walla Walla Parish on Sun-
day 5

th
 February. 

¶ Mr Don Walkley was installed as 

Principal of St Paulôs College, 

Walla Walla on Monday 6
th
  

February. 

Anniversary 

¶ Bethlehem, Milbrulong, will  
celebrate its 125

th
 Anniversary 

on 26 March. 

Retirement 

¶ Pastor Ernie Kiss (Chaplain at 

Lutheran Aged Care Albury) 

retired from full time ministry in 

the LCA on 25 December 2016. 

seeks always to underscore these 

truths of Godôs Word: We are freed 

from all sins and guilt solely by the 

grace of God, which is in our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  We receive for-

giveness of sins, life, and salvation 

simply by believing this good 

news.  By grace alone!  By faith 

alone!  By Scripture alone!  Be-

cause of Christ alone! 

And so Luther pointed only to the 

One of humble and miraculous 

birth, Jesus Christ, true God and 

true man.  Luther preached noth-

ing else but Christ, ñwho for us 

men and for our salvation came 

down from heaven and was incar-

nate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin 

Mary and was made a human be-

ingò (Nicene Creed). 

And so today we look only to 

Christ.  We know, as St. Paul 

teaches us, that no human being is 

justified by works of the law.  Donôt 

look to the world; donôt look at the 

strength or weakness with which 

you believe; donôt look to the 

things you doðincluding your 

church attendance; donôt look to 

the good works you do for your 

neighbour; donôt even look in your 

heart.  Looking to ourselves only 

shows us that we have sinned and 

fallen short of the glory of God, 

that we earned Godôs displeasure, 

anger, and wrath.  We will find no 

comfort there, no forgiveness 

there, only bondage in sin. 

 

Look to Christ and him alone.  

Christ truly is your comfort, hope, 

and joy.  See that he has done all 

things well for you.  He has earned 

Godôs favour.  See how he has 

kept the Law in our place.  See 

how he has earned heaven.  See 

that Jesus alone, by his suffering 

and death on the cross, appeased 

Godôs anger and turned away his 

wrath.  See that he does all this for 

you, in your place.  By his work 

alone we are saved.  Jesus, the 

Son of God, has set you free.  And 

if the Son sets you free, you are 

free indeed! (John 8:36). 

Pastor Mark Lieschke 

 Sydney Finns welcome new Pastor 
I am Aapo Kaivosoja, the new pastor 

of the Southern Cross Finnish Luther-

an Church in Sydney. I was called to 

serve this congregation already in No-

vember 2015. It took about 13 months 

however before I could move to Syd-

ney with my family. My family include 

my wife Sanna, and our two children 

Nooa (4 years) and Selma (3 years). 

We are originally from Finland. Back 

there I worked as a pastor in the Evan-

gelical Lutheran Church of Finland and 

Lehtimaki congregation for the last five 

years. We feel itôs our calling as a  

family to serve this congregation in 

Sydney now. Music is our common 

interest. Sanna plays flute, cello 

and piano. I play percussion instru-

ments and guitar. It is easy then to 
bring in music to our Sunday ser-

vices and to the life of our congre-

gation in general. 

I was installed by Bishop Mark 

Lieschke on Sunday 27 November 

2016. A congregation of about 60 

people witnessed the installation 

service at Bass Hill Finnish Church 

in Sydney. It has been relatively 

straight forward to settle down dur-

ing the past few months. We have 

enjoyed the opportunity of getting  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

to know the people in this congrega-

tion. Everyone has been very friendly 

and helpful. The Finnish speaking Lu-
theran congregations in Australia are 

part of the LCA. I am glad to be part of 

this church and very much looking 

forward to know it better. I would like 

to wish all the best to readers of this 

newsletter. God blessΦ 

Aapo Kaivosoja 
Sydney Finnish 

Pastor Aapo and family receive greetings 

from Queensland Finnish Pastor Mark  

Vainikka and Bishop Mark Lieschke 

Pastor Aapo and Sanna Kaivosoja, 

with Selma and Nooa 
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Dan Mueller was installed as pastor 

of Walla Walla Lutheran Parish on 

Sunday 5
th
 February 2017. The par-

ish is comprised of two congrega-

tions: Zion, Walla Walla; and Salem, 

Alma Park. Pastor Dan shares his 

thoughts about serving Christ and 

the local people. 

At the installation service we felt the 

warm embrace of the local and wider 

community with over 260 people as-

sembling to hear Godôs Word, feed 

on the body and blood of Christ, pray 

for Godôs guidance and blessing, and 

share in Christian fellowship. We 

thank the community for their gener-

ous reception of our family and their 

willingness to serve with us as we 

walk ñThe Wayò together. 

Our journey to Walla Walla mirrors 

the story of Jonah. I never envi-

sioned being a pastor, until one day 

in high school I felt a gentle ótapô on 

my shoulder. I have a stutter, so my 

immediate thought was, ñI canôt be a 

pastor God, what are you thinking?!ò 

I went on to study engineering/

computer science at university, bury-

ing the tapping. After uni I didnôt 

know what to do, but one of my lec-

turers invited me to undertake doc-

toral studies in medical computing. 

Three and a half years later, nearing 

the completion of my PhD, I began 

looking at what next. 

Then the tapping starts 

again: tap, tap, tapé 

ñGod, youôve got to be jok-

ing ð I canôt become a pas-

tor now!ò So I óchucked a 

Jonah,ô and took off in the 

opposite direction. My wife 

Jenny and I packed our 

bags for the Netherlands. 

In the Netherlands I worked 

as a research scientist for a 

large multi-national company, 

designing software used by 

doctors in hospitals to diagnose can-

cer. I was good at my work and en-

joyed it. But the tapping persisted, 

getting louder and louder: tap, Tap, 

TAP! 

I couldnôt ignore it anymore. I eventu-

ally said, ñLook God, if you want me 

to do this pastor thing, then youôre 

going to have to give me the 

strength, because I canôt do it by my-

self. I struggle to find the right words, 

so youôre going to have to put your 

words in my mouth.ò 

Jenny and I hopped on a plane back 

to Australia, and I jokingly say the 

whale vomited us up in Adelaide! 

During my pastoral studies in Ade-

laide, Jenny gave birth to our three 

lively children: Eli (5 years), Hannah 

(3 years), and Zara (12 months). 

Having previously worked as an oc-

cupational therapist and international 

sales support, Jenny is now a mum 

with three full-time jobs! 

We are settling in nicely to Walla  

Walla, and are excited to live out our 

calling to bring Jesus to others by 

making and strengthening faithful 

disciples. I look forward to using my 

technology skills in pastoral ministry 

for the good of the gospel. 

Pastor Dan Mueller  

Walla Walla 

 Pastor Dan Mueller begins at Walla Walla  

Pastor Dan and Jenny Mueller, with their  

children Zara, Hannah and Eli 

 

 Final service for Pastor Ernie Kiss  
Pastor Ernie Kiss conducted his final service as 

Chaplain for Lutheran Aged Care Albury  on 

Christmas Day, 25 December 2016. 

Upon his retirement, Pastor Ernie and his wife  

Carolyn have moved to Wodonga, Victoria. 
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